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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3033 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, UR, ET 

SUBJ: SOVIET HELICOPTERS FOR ETHIOPIA? 

ACCORDING TO RELIABLE SOURCE, 35 MEMBERS OF ETHIOPIAN 
AIR FORCE WILL LEAVE ADDIS ABABA MAY 15 FOR TWO-MONTH 
VISIT TO USSR. PURPOSE IS TO PICK UP 10-12 SOVIET 
HELICOPTERS, AFTER BEING TRAINED IN THEIR USE AND 
MAINTENANCE. GROUP WILL OVERNIGHT IN ATHENS EN ROUTE. 

ALTHOUGH SOURCE DID NOT SPECIFY WHAT TYPE OF HELICOPTERS 
WOULD BE PROVIDED FOR TERMS OF AGREEMENT, HELICOPTERS 
ARE REPORTEDLY SIMILAR TO ONE DONATED TO FORMER 
EMPEROR HAILE SELASSIE SOME YEARS AGO. 
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